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Supplemental Discussion of u.s. Federal Income Tax Consequences

The following section supplements the discussion of U.S. federal income taxation in the accompanying prospectus
supplement.

The following section is the opinion of Sidley Austin llp, counsel to GS Finance Corp. and The Goldman Sachs
Group, Inc. In addition, it is the opinion of Sidley Austin llp that the characterization of the notes for U.S. federal
income tax purposes that will be required under the terms of the notes, as discussed below, is a reasonable
interpretation of current law.

This section does not apply to you if you are a member of a class of holders subject to special rules, such as:

•a dealer in securities or currencies;
•a trader in securities that elects to use a mark-to-market method of accounting for your securities holdings;
•a bank;
•a life insurance company;
•a tax exempt organization;
•a partnership;
•a regulated investment company;
•an accrual method taxpayer subject to special tax accounting rules as a result of its use of financial statements;
•a person that owns a note as a hedge or that is hedged against interest rate risks;
•a person that owns a note as part of a straddle or conversion transaction for tax purposes; or
•a United States holder (as defined below) whose functional currency for tax purposes is not the U.S. dollar.
Although this section is based on the U.S. Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, its legislative history, existing
and proposed regulations under the Internal Revenue Code, published rulings and court decisions, all as currently in
effect, no statutory, judicial or administrative authority directly addresses how your notes should be treated for U.S.
federal income tax purposes, and as a result, the U.S. federal income tax consequences of your investment in your
notes are uncertain. Moreover, these laws are subject to change, possibly on a retroactive basis.

 You should consult your tax advisor concerning the U.S. federal income tax and any other applicable tax
consequences of your investments in the notes, including the application of state, local or other tax laws and the
possible effects of changes in federal or other tax laws.

United States Holders

This section applies to you only if you are a United States holder that holds your notes as a capital asset for tax
purposes. You are a United States holder if you are a beneficial owner of each of your notes and you are:

•a citizen or resident of the United States;
•a domestic corporation;
•an estate whose income is subject to U.S. federal income tax regardless of its source; or
•a trust if a United States court can exercise primary supervision over the trust’s administration and one or more United
States persons are authorized to control all substantial decisions of the trust.
Tax Treatment. You will be obligated pursuant to the terms of the notes — in the absence of a change in law, an
administrative determination or a judicial ruling to the contrary — to characterize your notes for all tax purposes as
pre-paid derivative contracts in respect of the underliers. Except as otherwise stated below, the discussion herein
assumes that the notes will be so treated.
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Upon the sale, exchange or maturity of your notes, you should recognize capital gain or loss equal to the difference, if
any, between the amount of cash you receive at such time and your tax basis in your notes. Your tax basis in the notes
will generally be equal to the amount that you paid for the notes. If you hold your notes for more than one year, the
gain or loss generally will be long-term capital gain or loss. If you hold your notes for one year or less, the gain or loss
generally will be short-term capital gain or loss. Short-term capital gains are generally subject to tax at the marginal
tax rates applicable to ordinary income.

No statutory, judicial or administrative authority directly discusses how your notes should be treated for U.S. federal
income tax purposes. As a result, the U.S. federal income tax consequences of your investment in the notes are
uncertain and alternative characterizations are possible. Accordingly, we urge you to consult your tax advisor in
determining the tax consequences of an investment in your notes in your particular circumstances, including the
application of state, local or other tax laws and the possible effects of changes in federal or other tax laws.

Alternative Treatments. There is no judicial or administrative authority discussing how your notes should be treated
for U.S. federal income tax purposes. Therefore, the Internal Revenue Service might assert that a treatment other than
that described above is more appropriate. For example, the Internal Revenue Service could treat your notes as a single
debt instrument subject to special rules governing contingent payment debt instruments. Under those rules, the amount
of interest you are required to take into account for each accrual period would be determined by constructing a
projected payment schedule for the notes and applying rules similar to those for accruing original issue discount on a
hypothetical noncontingent debt instrument with that projected payment schedule. This method is applied by first
determining the comparable yield – i.e., the yield at which we would issue a noncontingent fixed rate debt instrument
with terms and conditions similar to your notes – and then determining a payment schedule as of the issue date that
would produce the comparable yield. These rules may have the effect of requiring you to include interest in income in
respect of your notes prior to your receipt of cash attributable to that income.

If the rules governing contingent payment debt instruments apply, any gain you recognize upon the sale, exchange or
maturity of your notes would be treated as ordinary interest income. Any loss you recognize at that time would be
ordinary loss to the extent of interest you included as income in the current or previous taxable years in respect of your
notes, and, thereafter, capital loss.

If the rules governing contingent payment debt instruments apply, special rules would apply to a person who
purchases notes at a price other than the adjusted issue price as determined for tax purposes.

It is also possible that your notes could be treated in the manner described above, except that any gain or loss that you
recognize at maturity would be treated as ordinary gain or loss. You should consult your tax advisor as to the tax
consequences of such characterization and any possible alternative characterizations of your notes for U.S. federal
income tax purposes.

It is possible that the Internal Revenue Service could seek to characterize your notes in a manner that results in tax
consequences to you that are different from those described above. You should consult your tax advisor as to the tax
consequences of any possible alternative characterizations of your notes for U.S. federal income tax purposes.

Possible Change in Law

On December 7, 2007, the Internal Revenue Service released a notice stating that the Internal Revenue Service and the
Treasury Department are actively considering issuing guidance regarding the proper U.S. federal income tax treatment
of an instrument such as the offered notes, including whether holders should be required to accrue ordinary income on
a current basis and whether gain or loss should be ordinary or capital. It is not possible to determine what guidance
they will ultimately issue, if any. It is possible, however, that under such guidance, holders of the notes will ultimately
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be required to accrue income currently and this could be applied on a retroactive basis. The Internal Revenue Service
and the Treasury Department are also considering other relevant issues, including whether foreign holders of such
instruments should be subject to withholding tax on any deemed income accruals and whether the special “constructive
ownership rules” of Section 1260 of the Internal Revenue Code might be applied to such instruments. Holders are
urged to consult their tax advisors concerning the significance, and the potential impact, of the above considerations.
Except to the extent otherwise provided by law, we intend to continue treating the notes for U.S. federal income tax
purposes in accordance with the treatment described above under “Tax Treatment” unless and until such time as
Congress, the Treasury Department or the Internal Revenue Service determine that some other treatment is more
appropriate. You are urged to consult your tax advisor as to the possibility that any legislative or administrative action
may adversely affect the tax treatment and the value of your notes.
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Furthermore, in 2007, legislation was introduced in Congress that, if enacted, would have required holders that
acquired instruments such as your notes after the bill was enacted to accrue interest income over the term of such
instruments even though there will be no interest payments over the term of such instruments. It is not possible to
predict whether a similar or identical bill will be enacted in the future, or whether any such bill would affect the tax
treatment of your notes.

It is impossible to predict what any such legislation or administrative or regulatory guidance might provide, and
whether the effective date of any legislation or guidance will affect notes that were issued before the date that such
legislation or guidance is issued. You are urged to consult your tax advisor as to the possibility that any legislative or
administrative action may adversely affect the tax treatment of your notes.

Backup Withholding and Information Reporting

Please see the discussion under “United States Taxation — Taxation of Debt Securities — Backup Withholding and
Information Reporting—United States Holders” in the accompanying prospectus for a description of the applicability of
the backup withholding and information reporting rules to payments made on your notes.

United States Alien Holders

This section applies to you only if you are a United States alien holder. You are a United States alien holder if you are
the beneficial owner of notes and are, for U.S. federal income tax purposes:

•a nonresident alien individual;
•a foreign corporation; or
•an estate or trust that in either case is not subject to U.S. federal income tax on a net income basis on income or gain
from the notes.
You will be subject to generally applicable information reporting and backup withholding requirements as discussed
in the accompanying prospectus under “United States Taxation — Taxation of Debt Securities — Backup Withholding and
Information Reporting — United States Alien Holders” with respect to payments on your notes at maturity and,
notwithstanding that we do not intend to treat the notes as debt for tax purposes, we intend to backup withhold on such
payments with respect to your notes unless you comply with the requirements necessary to avoid backup withholding
on debt instruments (in which case you will not be subject to such backup withholding) as set forth under “United
States Taxation — Taxation of Debt Securities — United States Alien Holders” in the accompanying prospectus.

As discussed above, alternative characterizations of the notes for U.S. federal income tax purposes are possible.
Should an alternative characterization of the notes, by reason of a change or clarification of the law, by regulation or
otherwise, cause payments at maturity with respect to the notes to become subject to withholding tax, we will
withhold tax at the applicable statutory rate and we will not make payments of any additional amounts. Prospective
United States alien holders of the notes should consult their tax advisors in this regard.

Furthermore, on December 7, 2007, the Internal Revenue Service released Notice 2008-2 soliciting comments from
the public on various issues, including whether instruments such as your notes should be subject to withholding. It is
therefore possible that rules will be issued in the future, possibly with retroactive effect, that would cause payments on
your notes at maturity to be subject to withholding, even if you comply with certification requirements as to your
foreign status.

In addition, the Treasury Department has issued regulations under which amounts paid or deemed paid on certain
financial instruments (“871(m) financial instruments”) that are treated as attributable to U.S.-source dividends could be
treated, in whole or in part depending on the circumstances, as a “dividend equivalent” payment that is subject to tax at a
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rate of 30% (or a lower rate under an applicable treaty), which in the case of any amounts you receive upon the sale,
exchange or maturity of your notes, could be collected via withholding. If these regulations were to apply to the notes,
we may be required to withhold such taxes if any U.S.-source dividends are paid on the stocks included in the
underliers during the term of the notes. We could also require you to make certifications (e.g., an applicable Internal
Revenue Service Form W-8) prior to the maturity of the notes in order to avoid or minimize withholding obligations,
and we could withhold accordingly (subject to your potential right to claim a refund from the Internal Revenue
Service) if such certifications were not received or were not satisfactory. If withholding was required, we would not be
required to pay any additional amounts with respect to amounts so withheld. These regulations generally will apply to
871(m) financial instruments (or a combination of financial instruments treated as having been entered into in
connection with each other) issued (or significantly modified and treated as retired and reissued) on or after January 1,
2021, but will also apply to certain 871(m) financial instruments (or a combination of financial instruments treated as
having been entered into in connection with each other) that have a delta (as defined in the applicable Treasury
regulations) of one and are issued (or significantly
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modified and treated as retired and reissued) on or after January 1, 2017. In addition, these regulations will not apply
to financial instruments that reference a “qualified index” (as defined in the regulations). We have determined that, as of
the issue date of your notes, your notes will not be subject to withholding under these rules. In certain limited
circumstances, however, you should be aware that it is possible for United States alien holders to be liable for tax
under these rules with respect to a combination of transactions treated as having been entered into in connection with
each other even when no withholding is required. You should consult your tax advisor concerning these regulations,
subsequent official guidance and regarding any other possible alternative characterizations of your notes for U.S.
federal income tax purposes.

Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA) Withholding

Pursuant to Treasury regulations, Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA) withholding (as described in
“United States Taxation—Taxation of Debt Securities—Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA) Withholding” in the
accompanying prospectus) will generally apply to obligations that are issued on or after July 1, 2014; therefore, the
notes will generally be subject to the FATCA withholding rules. Pursuant to recently proposed regulations, the
Treasury Department has indicated its intent to eliminate the requirements under FATCA of withholding on gross
proceeds from the sale, exchange, maturity or other disposition of relevant financial instruments. The Treasury
Department has indicated that taxpayers may rely on these proposed regulations pending their finalization.
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Supplemental plan of distribution; conflicts of interest

See “Supplemental Plan of Distribution” on page S-96 of the accompanying general terms supplement no. 1,734 and
“Plan of Distribution — Conflicts of Interest” on page 94 of the accompanying prospectus. GS Finance Corp. estimates
that its share of the total offering expenses, excluding underwriting discounts and commissions, will be approximately
$           .

GS Finance Corp. expects to agree to sell to GS&Co., and GS&Co. expects to agree to purchase from GS Finance
Corp., the aggregate face amount of the offered notes specified on the front cover of this pricing supplement. GS&Co.
proposes initially to offer the notes to the public at the original issue price set forth on the cover page of this pricing
supplement, and to certain securities dealers at such price less a concession not in excess of       % of the face amount.
The original issue price for notes purchased by certain retirement accounts and certain fee-based advisory accounts
will be           % of the face amount of the notes, which will reduce the underwriting discount specified on the cover of
this pricing supplement with respect to such notes to             %. GS&Co. is an affiliate of GS Finance Corp. and The
Goldman Sachs Group, Inc. and, as such, will have a “conflict of interest” in this offering of notes within the meaning of
Financial Industry Regulatory Authority, Inc. (FINRA) Rule 5121. Consequently, this offering of notes will be
conducted in compliance with the provisions of FINRA Rule 5121. GS&Co. will not be permitted to sell notes in this
offering to an account over which it exercises discretionary authority without the prior specific written approval of the
account holder. GS&Co. will also pay a fee in connection with the distribution of the notes to SIMON Markets LLC, a
broker-dealer affiliated with GS Finance Corp.

We expect to deliver the notes against payment therefor in New York, New York on March 29, 2019. Under Rule
15c6-1 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, trades in the secondary market generally are required to settle in two
business days, unless the parties to any such trade expressly agree otherwise. Accordingly, purchasers who wish to
trade notes on any date prior to two business days before delivery will be required to specify alternative settlement
arrangements to prevent a failed settlement.

We have been advised by GS&Co. that it intends to make a market in the notes. However, neither GS&Co. nor any of
our other affiliates that makes a market is obligated to do so and any of them may stop doing so at any time without
notice. No assurance can be given as to the liquidity or trading market for the notes.

The notes will not be listed on any securities exchange or interdealer quotation system.
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We have not authorized anyone to provide any information or to make any representations other than those contained
or incorporated by reference in this pricing supplement, the accompanying general terms supplement no. 1,734, the
accompanying prospectus supplement or the accompanying prospectus.  We take no responsibility for, and can
provide no assurance as to the reliability of, any other information that others may give you.  This pricing supplement,
the accompanying general terms supplement no. 1,734, the accompanying prospectus supplement and the
accompanying prospectus is an offer to sell only the notes offered hereby, but only under circumstances and in
jurisdictions where it is lawful to do so.  The information contained in this pricing supplement, the accompanying
general terms supplement no. 1,734, the accompanying prospectus supplement and the accompanying prospectus is
current only as of the respective dates of such documents.

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Pricing Supplement

Terms and Conditions PS-3
Hypothetical Examples PS-7
Additional Risk Factors Specific to Your Notes PS-10
The Underliers PS-14
Supplemental Discussion of U.S. Federal Income Tax Consequences PS-19
Supplemental Plan of Distribution; Conflicts of Interest PS-23

General Terms Supplement No. 1,734 dated July 10, 2017
Additional Risk Factors Specific to the Notes S-1
Supplemental Terms of the Notes S-16
The Underliers S-36
     S&P 500® Index S-40
MSCI Indices S-46
     Hang Seng China Enterprises Index S-55
     Russell 2000® Index S-61
     FTSE® 100 Index S-69
     EURO STOXX 50® Index S-75
     TOPIX S-82
     The Dow Jones Industrial Average® S-87
     The iShares® MSCI Emerging Markets ETF S-91
Use of Proceeds S-94
Hedging S-94
Employee Retirement Income Security Act S-95
Supplemental Plan of Distribution S-96
      Conflicts of Interest S-98

Prospectus Supplement dated July 10, 2017
Use of Proceeds S-2
Description of Notes We May Offer S-3
Considerations Relating to Indexed Notes                                        S-15

Edgar Filing: BASCOMB STUART L - Form 4

Explanation of Responses: 12



United States Taxation S-18
Employee Retirement Income Security Act S-19
Supplemental Plan of Distribution S-20
Validity of the Notes and Guarantees S-21

Prospectus dated July 10, 2017
Available Information 2
Prospectus Summary 4
Risks Relating to Regulatory Resolution Strategies and Long-Term Debt Requirements 8
Use of Proceeds 11
Description of Debt Securities We May Offer 12
Description of Warrants We May Offer 45
Description of Units We May Offer 60
GS Finance Corp. 65
Legal Ownership and Book-Entry Issuance 67
Considerations Relating to Floating Rate Debt Securities 72
Considerations Relating to Indexed Securities 73
Considerations Relating to Securities Denominated or Payable in or Linked to a Non-U.S. Dollar Currency 74
United States Taxation 77
Plan of Distribution 92
     Conflicts of Interest 94
Employee Retirement Income Security Act 95
Validity of the Securities and Guarantees 95
Experts 96
Review of Unaudited Condensed Consolidated Financial Statements by Independent Registered Public
Accounting Firm 96
Cautionary Statement Pursuant to the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995 96

Edgar Filing: BASCOMB STUART L - Form 4

Explanation of Responses: 13



$

GS Finance Corp.

Index-Linked Notes due

guaranteed by

The Goldman Sachs Group, Inc.
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Goldman Sachs & Co. LLC
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