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                       SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
                             WASHINGTON, D.C. 20549
                                ----------------

                                  SCHEDULE 13D

                    UNDER THE SECURITIES EXCHANGE ACT OF 1934

                              EMPIRE RESORTS, INC.
                              --------------------

                                (Name Of Issuer)
                                ----------------

                     COMMON STOCK, PAR VALUE $0.01 PER SHARE
                     ---------------------------------------
                         (Title of Class of Securities)

                                   292052 10 7
                                   -----------
                      (CUSIP Number of Class of Securities)
                                ----------------

        AMERICAS TOWER PARTNERS                         JOSEPH E. BERNSTEIN
          77 East 77th Street                          6663 Casa Grande Way
           New York, NY 10021                         Delray Beach, FL 33446
             (212) 980-4649                               (561) 499-0764

                               RALPH J. BERNSTEIN
                           c/o Americas Tower Partners
                               77 East 77th Street
                               New York, NY 10021
                                 (212) 980-4649

                                    copies to
                              Raymond Y. Lin, Esq.
                                Latham & Watkins  LLP
                                885 Third Avenue
                               New York, NY 10021
                                 (212) 906-1200

(Name,  Address and Telephone Number of Person Authorized to Receive Notices and
Communications)

                                January 12, 2004
                                ----------------
             (Date of Event Which Requires Filing of this Statement)
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If the filing person has previously  filed a statement on Schedule 13G to report
the  acquisition  that is the subject of this  Schedule  13D, and is filing this
schedule because of Rule 13d-1(e), 13d-1(f) or 13d-1(g), check the following
box.  /  /
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