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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Principal Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Principal Officers.

On August 3, 2006, Richard L. Woolworth, director and Chairman of the Board of Northwest Natural Gas Company, died following a brief
illness. Mr. Woolworth also served as Chair of NW Natural s Governance Committee and on the Audit Committee. The Board of Directors has
made no decision as to whether or not the resulting vacancy on the Board will be filled or when the position of chairman will be designated.
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SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS COMPANY
(Registrant)

Dated: August 8, 2006 /s/ David H. Anderson
Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer



