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¨ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
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Item 5.02. Departure of Directors or Principal Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Principal Officers.
On March 24, 2008, Richard G. Reiten, Chairman of the Board of Northwest Natural Gas Company (�NW Natural�), notified NW Natural that he
intends to retire at the end of his current term, which expires at the 2008 Annual Shareholders Meeting scheduled for May 22, 2008. Mr. Reiten
will chair the 2008 Annual Shareholders Meeting.

Mr. Reiten has been a director since 1996 and served as NW Natural�s President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) from 1997 through 2002 and
as President and Chief Operating Officer from 1995 to 1997. Mr. Reiten became Chairman of the Board in 2000. After his retirement as
President and CEO of NW Natural in 2002, Mr. Reiten continued to serve as a director and, through February 2005, as non-employee Chairman.
Mr. Reiten was reelected as Chairman of the Board in December 2006. Mr. Reiten also serves as Chair of NW Natural�s Governance Committee
and as a member of the Finance, Strategic Planning and Public Affairs and Environmental Policy Committees.

The Board of Directors expects Mr. Reiten�s successor as Chairman to be appointed following the 2008 Annual Shareholders Meeting on
May 22, 2008, but the resulting vacancy on the Board is not expected to be filled.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS COMPANY

(Registrant)

Dated: March 25, 2008 /s/ David H. Anderson
David H. Anderson
Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer
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